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FT Health:

Combating HIV
The Financial Times plans to publish this Special Report on November 30, 2012.
Advertising booking deadline: October 15th, 2012.
(Advertising copy deadline: November 12th, 2012)
(We plan to include the following features (please note that this list is provisional):
1. Introduction
In the wake of the summer 2012 international Aids conference in Washington, DC, which has flagged US commitment to the disease, the FT will analyse the latest developments in HIV/Aids around the world, as scientific advances are squeezed by a slowdown in funding.

2. Funding
A decade after its creation, the Global Fund, the world’s largest channel of multilateral donor support, is being squeezed, just as domestic funds begin to dry up. A look at the impact of a slowdown in new money, and innovative approaches to address and respond to the shortfall.

3. New Treatments
Ever more sophisticated combinations of antiretrovirals are reducing the side effects and burden of treatment, while research accelerates into new products that only requires very rare administration and even progress towards a “cure”.

4. Drug Optimisation
Research is under way into new ways to making scarce money for treatment go further through more sophisticated analysis that would allow reduced use of costly pharmaceutical ingredients, and new formulations more appropriate to children and other sub-groups of patients. 
5. Access
In much of the world, the price of drugs and healthcare alike continues to restrict access by patients. A look at price discounts, donations, patent pools, debates around intellectual property and innovative approaches to boosting affordability and treatment options.

6. Vaccines
Work continues on the long-term goal of an Aids vaccine to prevent with some recent scientific advances accompanied by fresh restructuring and new approaches towards innovation among research institutions and the small number of companies working in the field. 

7. Microbicides
With mixed results from recent clinical trials on the effectiveness of microbicides in reducing HIV transmission, a look at fresh research and progress in boosting techniques to protect women and men. 

8. Treatment as Prevention
With at least one drug company now seeking regulatory approval for the use of treatments also as a way to prevent infection, what are the costs, and ethical and practical implications, of such a broadening application?

9. Diagnosis
A look at new technologies that could help boost affordability, access and reliability of testing, and what measures are being taken to ensure a higher proportion of those who are infected with HIV come forward to be tested.

10. Behaviour Change
Continued infection even in higher risk groups in richer countries suggests existing “messages” are failing to have a sufficient effect, while improved treatment has reduced the fear of HIV. What is the potential for more innovative approaches?

Case Studies Such as:
11. Aids in the US
While the US remains a powerhouse in research into treatment, some regions, groups and people continue to experience a high burden of infection and relative neglect of diagnosis and treatment. 

12. Aids in South East Asia
Thailand and other countries in the region had a good record in prevention, notably through education to commercial sex workers and widespread encouragement of condom use. Have they been able to sustain the gains?
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